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Dear Parents
I hope the first week back wasn’t too painful for anyone. I have found the children to be full of beans for the next term and mostly raring to go! 

Can I please remind parents of Year 6 pupils that they need to log on and use Maths Whizz as much as possible over the course of the next term. It will make a significant difference to their progress in maths and is an excellent resource for them to use. Please encourage them to complete sessions at home during the week and the weekend in order to consolidate learning at school. Another hour at home over the course of the week is ideal – although some children are using it for a lot longer! 
Stars of the Week!  
We will be starting Stars of the Week next week. 
Golden Book

[image: image2]This week the following pupils have had Wow moments to be proud of, impressing their teachers and amazing their peers with special moments of brilliance. Well done!
Fred Viner 
Lucy Moscrop 

Ellie Chapman
Jackson Dale 
Lexia Superstar Awards
Well done to the following pupils for completing levels in their Lexia Programme. 

William Orr – Level 9 
Julia Andres – Level 9 

In Celebration Assembly last week I presented any outstanding awards to children who were absent before Christmas – hopefully these all found their way home to you so you could celebrate them with your children. 

Reading Buddies 2016 

The following Year 6 Pupils have been selected as Reading Buddies. They are going to be working alongside Mrs Mac to help organise and run the library and also buddy up with some of the younger children to help them with their reading. Very well done to:  
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Ellie Chapman 

Erin Wilde 

Ellie Hanworth 

Evie Smith 

Cara Tipple 
Dates for your diary – Spring Term:

· Week Beginning Monday 1st February 2016 – Assertive Mentoring Meetings after school all week – this is an opportunity for you to come into school and have a meeting with your child and their class teacher to talk about their progress, targets and achievements. Please make sure to make an appointment.
· Thursday 11th February 2016 – Whole School Art Day 

Half Term – Monday 15th February – Friday 19th February 2016 

· Thursday 3rd March – World Book Day! Dress up as a book character – focus on reading and book activities during the day.

· Monday 7th, Tuesday 8th, Wednesday 9th – Horstead Residential Trip for Year 4. 

· Week Beginning Monday 14th March – Reading Week – theme is Mystical Creatures. 

· Wednesday 16th March 2016 – Year 5/6 school trip planned in relation to reading week. (Destination to be revealed at a later date!)

· Wednesday 23rd March Year 3/4 school trip planned in relation to reading week. (Destination to be revealed at a later date!)  

Easter Holiday – Friday 25th March – Friday 8th April 2016.

Further dates may be added as we move through the term but these major dates should not change. 

New Menu for February 2016 – Message from Norse 

I am delighted to share our Spring/Summer Menu 2016 with you. The menu team have trialled and tested a number of the new recipes with children in our schools to ensure they received the stamp of approval! This seasonal menu includes some traditional favourites such as roast beef with Yorkshire pudding, pork meatballs with tomato and basil sauce, and toffee cream tart as well as some delicious new recipes including vegetable stromboli, cheese and tomato whirl with pasta salad and a summer fruit sundae!

We are really proud of the fact that 83% of this menu is made from fresh ingredients sourced within East Anglia!

This menu is due to start after February half-term on Monday 22nd February 2016. The new menu is attached to the newsletter for your information. 
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Being prepared for the winter weather
The weather this winter has, so far, been quite mild. However it is still cold and the children need to be properly prepared for being outside. They will need to wear their warm coats outside and gloves, hats and scarves are also a great idea to keep them warm when playing outside. As you already know, we ask that the children have a pair of indoor and outdoor shoes at school. At this time of year more than any other it is so important that they have both pairs in school so that they can change. This makes sure that they have a dry pair of shoes for in school and a pair that they can wear for running about outside, which may well get wet and/or muddy. It also helps to keep the school carpets clean, which makes for a much nicer environment in school. Please help by making sure that your child has both indoor and outdoor shoes for school – thank you. 

[image: image5]TALK HOMEWORK & ‘WOW’ WORDS
Each week we send a Talk Homework activity and ‘Wow’ Words home and we would be very grateful for your support. 

We are trying to help all our children develop excellent speaking and listening skills, which in turn will help them with their writing. “If a child can’t say a sentence then they can’t write it either!”

Please spend at least 10 minutes talking with your child about the questions below;
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It's the burning question that thousands of people across social media have been debating: How would a dog wear trousers (or 'pants', if you're American)?

It all started last month, when an illustration of a dog wearing trousers two different ways was uploaded to social media.

It got more than 60,000 likes and shares, and in a Twitter vote the two-legged version (right) won most support.
But what do you think? Which way would be better and why? What material would the trousers be made from? What colour would suit which breed of dog? And how on earth would you get them on and off?!

(origination, creation, design, contraption, construction, device, gadget, apparatus, machine; discovery, gizmo.)
In Big Talk, we use ‘WOW’ Words to improve our vocabulary and ‘big up’ our sentences to make them more interesting!

Our ‘WOW’ Word this week is; 
Innovation  
Please encourage your child to use this word,

in the right context, as much as possible.

· The ‘Talk Homework’ and ‘WOW’ words will be set every Monday in the newsletter; children will then share their ‘Talk’ with their class on a Friday afternoon.

· We will encourage the children to use the WOW word throughout the week.

Thank you for your support in helping your child.
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Please do not hesitate to come into school and speak to me or another member of staff if you have any questions or concerns. Have a great week!
Mrs K Connelly. 
� HYPERLINK "http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJnIldinkMgCFUPSGgod6asDKQ&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/smiley-face-clip-art-thumbs-up&psig=AFQjCNHnISTPX0vn7grAPBhbfs6R0FE1-Q&ust=1443206061936737" ���





� HYPERLINK "http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi524iP9ZfKAhXHNxQKHdKJAHcQjRwIBw&url=http://www.fairviewparkschools.org/schools/gilles-sweet-elementary-school-2/gse-calendar/&psig=AFQjCNEHsVawvTg54f-aa6Sl0DNFxIIvFQ&ust=1452263453361033" ���





� HYPERLINK "http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjU5v7U_p_KAhXJ2RoKHYrsCaAQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/kids-eating-healthy-clipart&psig=AFQjCNExSX1tbicbq7V-smMpi-IxAcMGBA&ust=1452540891312915" ���








The Nebula Partnership 
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The Nebula Partnership
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