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[image: image1]Dear Parents
We are busy organising information for Assertive Mentoring meetings next week and the staff look forward to seeing you all there next week to discuss your child’s/children’s progress. We are already half way through this half term which seems to by flying by at a fantastic rate. I know all the children are working very hard and we want to be able to share their successes and next steps with you.   
Stars of the Week!  
Congratulations to this week’s and last week’s Stars. A wonderful array of different reason for being brilliant!
[image: image2.png]William Newell – 6E
Mia Baxter – 6E
Alfie Hayward – 6G
Kade Warner – 6G

Harley Warner – 6S
Tristan Drean-Reilly – 6S
Emma Gray - 4E
William Wright – 4E

Keira Edwards – 4W
Jessica Park – 4W
Jayden Langridge – 3C

Ethan Ssemwanga – 3C
Jack Stone – 3H

Holly Chadwick – 3H
Golden Book

[image: image3.jpg]This week the following pupils have had Wow moments to be proud of, impressing their teachers and amazing their peers with special moments of brilliance. Well done!
Megan Field 
Lois Lincoln 
Rachel Lee

Ethan Ssemwanga 

Rikin Kumar 

Natasza Masternak 

Mason Richardson 

Ellie Chapman 

Jacob Coe 

Erin Greengrass 

Sam Leverett 

Julia Andres 

Yung Loh 

Tanisha Raviraj

Harriet Locke

Attendance Cup!

This week’s winners of the attendance cup with an attendance of 100% were 3H - Congratulations!!! 
Lexia Superstar Awards
Well done to the following pupils for completing levels in their Lexia Programme. 

Kaspija Kasparaite – Level 10 

Henry Locke – Level 3 

School Council 

School Council have decided that they would like to have a non-school uniform day on Friday 12th February. They have asked that everyone bring in £1 to help them raise money to buy some new playground equipment for everyone to enjoy outside. On the same day School Council will also be running a cake sale at break time. They have asked that the pupils bring in cakes from home, (shop bought or homemade are both gratefully received,) so that they can sell them to add to their total. The cakes will be sold for no more than 50p so if you are happy for your child to bring in some change, they will be able to buy a cake at break time. We will let you know how much School Council manage to raise. 

Assertive Mentoring Meetings

The week beginning the 1st February has been allocated as our assertive mentoring week. You should have received a letter last week with a return page so that you can let your child’s class teacher know the time you would like for an appointment. Please make sure that this is returned to school early this week if you still have it at home so that we can allocate you an appointment time to come and discuss how your child is getting on at school so far this year. We would like to encourage your child to come into the meeting with you so that they can be part of the discussion and have a good understanding of what they need to do next to improve. 
Whole School Art Day!

On Thursday 11th February the whole school will be taking part in an art day based on the theme “Miniature Worlds”. Every child will take part in various art activities with the whole day being dedicated to art! It should be a great day resulting in some fabulous pieces of art work produced by the children. 

A date to add to your diary
The Spring Term Celebration Assembly will be held on Tuesday 22nd March at 9:00am.  
An Invitation To Celebrate National Libraries Day at Sprowston Library

Celebrate National Libraries Day and the Castle Museum’s exhibition : A Viking’s Guide to Deadly Dragons ( an exhibition from Seven Stories – The National Centre for Children’s Books) Help Norfolk libraries beat their record for the number of people listening to the same story at the same time. 

Event - Saturday 6th February 11.00 – 11.45 

Come along to Sprowston Library at 11.00 for Norfolk Libraries Big Storytime – listening to an exciting chapter from Cressida Cowell’s series How to Train Your Dragon. Followed by a National Libraries Day competition to win museum tickets in a prize draw and other activities. All children should be accompanied by an adult.
Volunteers Wanted to Help With School Garden Project!

There are plans afoot to turn our school garden area into a sensory garden for the children at school. We have wanted to create a quiet area outside that the children could go to and use at break times and lunchtimes if they wanted somewhere peaceful to go and we have recently been approached by some members of the Old Catton Horticultural Society who may be able to help us make this a reality. However! At the moment our garden area is quite overgrown and in need of clearing before any re-planning can begin. In order for this to happen I am initially asking for volunteers to help us clear the garden. We are thinking of allocating a weekend after February Half Term to clear the space. I would also like to hear from anyone who might be interested in helping us to create and then maintain a garden area in school. It could be parents, Grandparents, other family members or friends who wouldn’t mind giving up some time to help. You do not need to be knowledgeable or green fingered at all – just willing to help out and muck in! If you are interested please come and let me know in school or email me at headofschool@oldcatton.norfolk.sch.uk I look forward to hearing from you!    
Horstead Year 4 Trip 
The Horstead Trip for year 4 taking place in March is now closed for booking as we need to let the centre know numbers. A deposit of £20 secured your child’s place on the trip and the final payment of £70 is due by the 29th February. If your child would like to take part on the trip but the cost is a concern please do come and speak to us about financial support as we may be able to help you. The year 4’s will have a great time as in the past the year group have loved every minute of it. 
[image: image4]TALK HOMEWORK & ‘WOW’ WORDS
Each week we send a Talk Homework activity and ‘Wow’ Words home and we would be very grateful for your support. 

We are trying to help all our children develop excellent speaking and listening skills, which in turn will help them with their writing. “If a child can’t say a sentence then they can’t write it either!”

Please spend at least 10 minutes talking with your child about the questions below;
It has just been discovered that some of your favourite fairy tales might date back thousands of years earlier than it was originally thought. Using techniques normally used by biologists, the researchers investigated common links between stories from around the world.

The study found that stories like Beauty and the Beast and Rumpelstiltskin can be traced back around 4,000 years, with one tale originating from the Bronze Age (around 6,000 years ago)! Until now it was thought they only dated back around 500 years.
Why do you think that Fairy Tales have stood the test of time? What are you favourite Fairy Tales and why? How do you think that Fairy Tales have been passed down over 6,000 years? 
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(beginning, start, birth, dawning, dawn, emergence, inception, launch, creation, birthplace, early stages, conception, inauguration, foundation,.)
In Big Talk, we use ‘WOW’ Words to improve our vocabulary and ‘big up’ our sentences to make them more interesting!

Our ‘WOW’ Word this week is; 
Origin  
Please encourage your child to use this word,

in the right context, as much as possible.

· The ‘Talk Homework’ and ‘WOW’ words will be set every Monday in the newsletter; children will then share their ‘Talk’ with their class on a Friday afternoon.

· We will encourage the children to use the WOW word throughout the week.

Thank you for your support in helping your child.
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Please do not hesitate to come into school and speak to me or another member of staff if you have any questions or concerns. Have a great week!
Mrs K Connelly
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The Nebula Partnership 
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The Nebula Partnership
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