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[image: image1]Dear Parents
I hope that half term was a restful and relaxing break for you all and that you are all ready for another brilliant half term back at school. I for one have loved the slightly lighter evenings which seem to be stretching out now and the milder days which are becoming more and more spring like. Let’s hope it stays this way for the Horstead trip which has been known to experience snow in previous years! I am sure year 4 will enjoy it regardless.  
Stars of the Week!  
[image: image2.png]Congratulations to the Stars of the week before half term – wonderful work and attitudes shown; what brilliant role models we have in our school. 

6E – Amber Topley 
6E – Freya Chapman 
6R – Ashleigh Bunn 
6R – Aidan Quantrill 
6S – Joshua Legg
6S – Sam Brandish 
4G – Natasza Masternak 
4G – Daniel Lee 
4P – Maisey Andrews 
4P – Braydon Smith 
3C – Tom Fiddy 
3C – William Jolly 
3E – William Bowen 
3E – Lily Morris 
Attendance Cup

3E won the attendance cup for their attendance the week before half term for a 3rd week in a row! With an attendance of  99.33% - Well done! 
Golden Book!
The following children were put into the Golden Book for amazing work that has astonished, astounded and amazed their teachers. Huge congratulations to the following children:

Harley Warner 
Alfie Hayward 

Emily Taylor 

Rose Codling
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Golden Homework Award

This week we have someone 

who has achieved their Golden 

Homework Award! This means 

that they have collected 10 

Golden Homework stickers this 

year for brilliant pieces of 

homework. Very well done to: 
Daniel Lee

[image: image4]Very well done to the Year 4 swimmers who have been presented with their swimming certificates. Brilliant work – keep it up! 

5 Meters Certificates
Lukas Stuknys 

10 Meters Certificates

Aniela Bisby 
Ella Bisby 

25 Meters Certificates 

Sam Sillett

Bertie Viner 

Rachel Lee 

Daisy Harris 

Please remember that the swimming group will be changing to group 2 this week so all children who took letters home before half term confirming this, will need to have their swimming kit in school on Tuesday. 

Lexia Superstars! 
The following pupils have been working extremely hard on the Lexia Program and have successfully completed the following levels:

Connor Hanworth Level 11

Skye Vincent Level 5 

Sophie Callow Level 11

Maia Walker Level 9 

Logan Carolan Level 8 

Megan Field Level 7
Dates Reminder for Spring Term second half

Week Beginning Monday 20th February—Reading Week with a focus on poetry
*Wednesday 22nd February – 2-3:15pm – Parents invited to come into school to work with their children in a poetry workshop

*Monday 27th February – 3:15pm Horstead Trip Parent Meeting 
Thursday 2nd March—World Book Day! Come to school dressed as a character from a book—get creative with your costumes – please see attached poster for more information
Monday 6th March, Tuesday 7th March, Wednesday 8th March—Horstead Year 4 Residential trip.
*Friday 10th March – Last Cross Country Race to be held at OCJS – course on Catton Park – Parents of runners invited to watch 
Friday 24th March—Red Nose Day Comic Relief Appeal—details to follow 

Wednesday 29th March—Disco 6-8pm 

Thursday 30th March —
Easter Service at St Margaret's Church Year 3/4 9:30am 

Easter Service at St Margaret's Church Year 5/6 2:00pm 

Parents invited to attend the service

Friday 31st March—Celebration Assembly 9:00am and the last day of term 

Monday 3rd April—Monday 17th April—Easter Holiday 

Tuesday 18th April—Staff and Children back to school

*New dates added from original Spring Term dates handed out at the beginning of the year. 
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Reading Week Poetry

This week we are going to be starting half term with a reading week all about poetry. The children will be focusing on a classic poem as well as covering a range of different poems with a view to immersing ourselves in poetry both in our reading and writing. 
I hope that the children have covered and brought back their exercise books that we gave out before half term. These are to be used for the children to write their own poems in, both in and out of school. They will not be formally marked by the teachers – this is an opportunity just to enjoy the joy of writing. It may be poems, notes, lists, jokes, funny things they notice, rhymes, favourite sayings, interesting words – anything at all that the children want to jot down in their own books. Please encourage them to use them. Maybe you could even write some poetry together! 

On Wednesday 22nd February we would like to invite you into school between 2pm-3:15pm to work with your child in their classes on a poetry based activity. If you are unable to make it, another adult may come in your place. Grandparents, uncles, aunts, older siblings are all welcome. We just ask that only one adult attends for each child as otherwise space will start to be an issue. If you have siblings in two different classes it would be possible to move between the two during the hour so that you can work with both children for some of the session. Year 3 will be working in the hall altogether as their classroom space is much smaller, so siblings could work together with their adult easily in this year group. 

We hope to see lots of you there but please do not feel that you are letting your child down in anyway if you can’t make the session. They will all be taking part in the same way whether they have an adult working with them or not. 
NANSA Charity Collection 

NANSA has worked for over 60 years to improve the lives of people in Norfolk with physical, sensory and learning disabilities. NANSA is a local independent charity and believes that all people with disabilities are entitled to full inclusion in society. NANSA aims to empower people in Norfolk with disabilities to achieve their life aspirations. The charity are currently helping families in our school and I would very much like to help support their brilliant work. They require food and drink donations so I thought it would be a great idea to ask our families if they may be able to offer the following items: 
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Tea

Coffee

Sugar

Any cereal

Rice

Dried beans 

Baby wipes

Old towels 

Breadsticks

Biscuits

Squash

Also anybody who has open boxes of cereal or rice can donate these as they are used for sensory play. 

If you would like to send any of these items into school with your child, they can hand them into their teachers so that we can build a bank of items to donate to the charity. Many thanks for helping us support this brilliant charity.  

Swimming Update for year 4 parents 

Unfortunately our swimming plans have had to change this year due to the very late start in the year and Drayton Pool being closed until this time. Normally we would endeavour to let the year 4 children swim until they can achieve their 25m award however this year in order to fit in as many of the year 4s as possible we need to rota them on a half termly program to give everyone the opportunity to swim. 

This will mean that some children will gain their 5m, 10m or 25m awards in the half term allocated time but some may not. We hope that you understand that we are trying to give as many children as possible the opportunity to swim but that timings mean we may not get everyone to swim 25m this year. 

Group 2 will be starting their swimming sessions this week at the pool; with group 3 and 4 being fitted into the Summer Term. If we are able to get any extra sessions at the pool in the Summer Term, we may be able to rotate the groups again. I do hope that as many children as possible will enjoy the opportunity to swim and that they can continue to do so with your support outside of school. Thank you for your understanding. 
Year 4 Horstead Meeting 

On Monday 27th Feb 2017 at 3:30pm there will be a parent meeting regarding the year 4 Horstead trip. The teachers will be able to talk you through the itinerary and answer any questions that you may have about the 3 days the children will be away. We look forward to seeing you there. 
*Please can we also ask that the remaining balance of £75 for the Horstead trip is paid before the children go away on the week beginning 6th March. Many thanks in advance.    
World Book Day! 

World Book day is fast approaching and School Council 
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have big plans for the day on 
Thursday 2nd March. Please 
see the attached poster for all 
the details and how to get 
involved. 
Garrick Green Ladies Pamper Night Friday 3rd March – Please see the attached flyer. 
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TALK HOMEWORK & ‘WOW’ WORDS
Each week we send a Talk Homework activity and ‘Wow’ Words home and we would be very grateful for your support. 

We are trying to help all our children develop excellent speaking and listening skills, which in turn will help them with their writing. “If a child can’t say a sentence then they can’t write it either!”

Please spend at least 10 minutes talking with your child about the questions below;
As this week is poetry week at school I would like you to discuss with your families the poems that you have read in school. Which ones are your favourite and why? What are your parents or carers favourite poems? Why do they like them? Get ready to share your ideas with your class on Friday.    
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Our ‘WOW’ Word this week is

Metaphor 
(figure of speech, irony, figurativeness, imagery, comparison.)
In Big Talk, we use ‘WOW’ Words to improve our vocabulary and ‘big up’ our sentences to make them more interesting!

Please encourage your child to use this WOW word,

in the right context, as much as possible.

· The ‘Talk Homework’ and ‘WOW’ words will be set every Monday in the newsletter; children will then share their ‘Talk’ with their class on a Friday afternoon.

· We will encourage the children to use the WOW word throughout the week.

Thank you for your support in helping your child.
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Please do not hesitate to come into school and speak to me or another member of staff if you have any questions or concerns. Have a great week!
Mrs K Connelly. 
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The Nebula Partnership 
[image: image4]
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