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This Friday 11th November is of course Remembrance Day and as a whole school we will observes the 2 min silence at 11am. There will be an assembly before-hand and then the whole school will observe the silence together. We have poppies in school that are for sale this week. We are asking for a minimum donation of 5p per poppy. If your child would like to donate to receive a poppy, please give them some change to put into the collection pot. School Council will be helping to take the poppies around to the classes this week. Many thanks.    

Stars of the Week!  
[image: image2.png]Congratulations to this week’s Stars – wonderful work and attitudes shown; what brilliant role models we have in our school. 

To celebrate and reward the success of the Year 5s who took part in the Shakespeare Production we would like to give the whole cast Star of the Week this week! Huge Congratulations to you all. 
4G – Jack Stone 
4G – Toby Alderdice 
4P – Daisy Harris 
4P – Max English
3C – Alexandra Payton 
3C – Charlie Fuller 
3E – Tyler Guidone 
3E – Maisie Atkinson 
Attendance Cup

6S won the attendance cup for their attendance the week before half term, with attendance of 98.13% - Well done!
Golden Book!
The following children were put into the Golden Book for amazing work that has astonished, astounded and amazed their teachers. Huge congratulations to the following children:

Aston Talbot 
Callum King 

Lexia Superstars! 

Emily Taylor L10 

William Orr L13 

Joshua Legg L7 

Luke Copping L9 

Faye Bridge L9 

Aniela Bisby L10 

Jack Parker L8  

Christmas Fayre 2016! (Reminder from the letter last week.)

On Thursday 10th November 2016 we would like to invite the children to wear non-school uniform for the day! As a forfeit we ask that they bring in a tombola prize for the Christmas Fayre. This could be either an adult tombola prize or a child tombola prize. The children can give all the prizes they bring in to their class teachers, unless the prize is alcoholic, in which case please can you bring it to the school office. All donations are very gratefully received. Thank you. 
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I also send out a small plastic bag 
last week for you to fill with 
goodies that we could use as 
prizes for some of our stalls for 
the Christmas Fayre. You could fill 
it with things such as: sweets, toys, 
balloons, left over party bag 
trinkets etc… We are hoping to 
get together a nice collection of 
things to give away for our games 
stalls at the fayre. Thank you for 
your help with this!   

Remember! Our Christmas Fayre is on Friday 25th November at 3:30pm at Old Catton Junior School – please do come along and support us. 
Christmas Quiz Night! 

On Friday 2nd December we are holding our second ever Old Catton Quiz Night; this time with a Christmas theme. Letters have gone out advertising the event and we are now waiting for teams to organise themselves and book a table for the night. Please let us know how many members there are in your team and your order for fish and chips for the night. Last time we had a real giggle and raised some money for school. You can bring a bottle (or two) and relax without your children for this event – adults only allowed. Please do get involved and come along. It will be lots of fun!  
Reminder of dates up to half term: 

Monday 7th, Tuesday 8th and Wednesday 9th November—Hilltop Residential Trip Year 5

Friday 18th November—Children in Need Fundraiser—theme Spotacular! Wear something spotty and bring £1 to raise money for the charity 

Thursday 24th November—Disco 6-8pm 

Friday 25th November—Christmas Fair 3:30-6:00pm 

Friday 2nd December—Christmas Quiz and Chips Night! Back by popular demand; get your teams ready to enter! (Adult only event) 

Monday 5th December—Dress Rehearsal starting at 1:15pm. Parents welcome to attend as an alternative to an evening performance—especially good for little brothers and sisters to see the shows
Tuesday 6th December—Christmas Show Performances starting at 6pm 

Wednesday 7th December—Christmas Show Performances starting at 6pm 

Thursday 8th December—Christmas Show Performances starting at 6pm 

(Please note: after a survey last year to take into account the preferences of our families, the evening shows have been moved to the earlier start time of 6pm, with 3 shows still on offer for the maximum number of tickets to be allocated per family. This will mean an earlier finish time for the children.)  

Tuesday 13th December—Flu jabs for Year 3 children 

Wednesday 14th December—Celebration Assembly 9:00am 

Thursday 15th December—

Carol Service at St Margaret's Church Year 3/4 9:30am 

Carol Service at St Margaret's Church Year 5/6 2:00pm 

Parents invited to attend the service

Friday 16th December—Christmas Jumper day and last day of term! Wear your Christmas  jumper and donate £1 to Save the Children

Monday 19th December 2016 —Wednesday 4th January 2017 Christmas Holiday 

Wednesday 4th January 2017—Staff Inset Day 

Thursday 5th January 2017—Children return to School
*italics – any new dates added

Shakespeare Production of Julius Caesar  

On Tuesday the 1st of November at the Norwich Playhouse Mr Semmens's English set took to the stage for their version of Julius Caesar. They had been working for 7 weeks on their production; learning lines, placing props, learning cues and adding passion to their work. At times it was stressful and not just for the children but for teachers and parents alike. But what a performance and how proud they made us all! Other parents and members of staff from other schools came to congratulate them on a job well done. I think many of our actors will find themselves one day treading the boards of a West End Theatre! There are no small parts in the theatre and everyone gave their all. Congratulations to them and thank you to all the parents who supported the Shakespeare in Schools Festival this year. I would also like to give a special thank you to the wonderful Mr Semmens and the inspiring Miss Elliot who worked so hard on making the production a success. I could have sat and wept my way through the performance on Tuesday through sheer pride for the pupils and teachers that I am lucky enough to work with every day. Well Done!!!!   
Hilltop 

Monday 7th – Wednesday 9th November Year 5 will be taking part in their residential trip to Hilltop – we hope they have a fantastic time. The year 5’s who are staying at school will be taking part some fun activities in school. We will make sure they have a great 3 days with us too. 
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Prefect Interviews 

On Wednesday 2nd and Friday 

4th of November the selected 

Year 6 pupils attended prefect 
Interviews conducted by myself, Mrs

Pellat and Mrs Hewett. The children
all did very well and it really was a 
pleasure to spend time with them 
and listen to their thoughts and ideas about 

school and what being a prefect means to them.   

From the interviews we will appoint this year’s prefects. The children will find out this week if they have been successful. Thank you to all who applied and spent time on their applications and interviews. I am proud of you all. The names of our newly appointed prefects will be in next week’s newsletter. 
Opportunities for Year 6 to be involved with other important roles in school will also be spoken about with the year group. These include Reading Buddies, Library Assistants and Playground Buddies. Pupils in Year 6 may like to consider if they would like to get involved in one of these roles.  
Help at the School Disco and the Christmas Event

If you would like to offer your services and help out at the disco, (Thursday 24th November 6-8pm) or the Christmas Event, (Friday 25th in the afternoon until 5:30pm) please come and write you name down on the two sheets I have placed in the foyer. We would really appreciate your help to make these events run as smoothly and successfully as possible. Many thanks in advance.  
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Parent Group Strength to Strength

Natalie Brown is our PSA (Parent Support Advisor) and she does amazing work with some of our children and families in school. Attached to the newsletter is a letter explaining more and a slip to fill in and return if you would like to attend her group. If you are interested please complete the slip and hand it into the office, to me or to your child’s class teacher by Friday 11th November. 
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TALK HOMEWORK & ‘WOW’ WORDS
Each week we send a Talk Homework activity and ‘Wow’ Words home and we would be very grateful for your support. 

We are trying to help all our children develop excellent speaking and listening skills, which in turn will help them with their writing. “If a child can’t say a sentence then they can’t write it either!”

Please spend at least 10 minutes talking with your child about the questions below;
Do we need to make our airports bigger?
Why do you think airports need to be so

large? Why is it a difficult decision to decide where and how they should be built?
What are the pros and cons of building a new

Airport? If there was a decision made to build a new airport right by your house would you like it or not? Why? 
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In Big Talk, we use ‘WOW’ Words to improve our vocabulary and ‘big up’ our sentences to make them more interesting!
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Our ‘WOW’ Word this week is; 
Voyage 
(travel, journey, tour, take a trip, expedition, excursion, sightseeing, globetrot)
Please encourage your child to use this word,

in the right context, as much as possible.

· The ‘Talk Homework’ and ‘WOW’ words will be set every Monday in the newsletter; children will then share their ‘Talk’ with their class on a Friday afternoon.

· We will encourage the children to use the WOW word throughout the week.

Thank you for your support in helping your child.
I hope you all have a great week! Please come in and speak to me or your children’s class teachers if you have any worries or concerns. 

Mrs K Connelly.
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The Nebula Partnership 
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The Nebula Partnership
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