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We understand RE as a multi- disciplinary subject: 

In our curriculum RE is rooted in three disciplines. These are theology, philosophy and the human/social sciences, the latter of which is a 

collection of disciplines.  Our progression map shows how skills within each of these disciplines are developed across the key stages. 

Theology Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

A.  

Where 

beliefs come 

from 

Retell a narrative, 

story or important 

text from at least 

one religion or 

worldview and 

recognise a link 

with a belief 

Recognise different 

types of writing 

from within one 

text  

Show awareness of 

different sources of 

authority1 and how they 

link with beliefs. 

Identify different types 

of writing and give an 

example of how a 

believer might interpret 

a source of authority 

Identify different sources 

of authority and how 

they link with beliefs.  

Give examples of 

different writings and 

different ways in 

believers interpret 

sources of authority  

Describe different 

sources of authority and 

how they link with 

beliefs. 

Describe a range of 

different interpretations 

of sources of authority 

and consider the 

reliability of these 

sources for a group of 

believers. 

Explain different sources 

of authority and the 

connections with beliefs. 

Begin to discuss the 

reliability and 

authenticity of texts that 

are authoritative for a 

group of believers. 

B.  

How beliefs 

change over 

time 

N/A   Recognise that beliefs 

are influenced by events 

in the past and present 

Identify events in history 

and society which have 

influenced some 

religious and non-

religious worldviews 

Describe how events in 

history and society have 

influenced some 

religious and non-

religious worldviews 

Explain how events in 

history and society have 

influenced some 

religious and non-

religious worldviews 

C.  

How beliefs 

relate to 

each other 

Recognise that 

some beliefs 

connect together 

and begin to talk 

about these 

connections. 

Identify some links 

between beliefs being 

studied within a religion 

or worldview. 

Show awareness of some 

of the similarities and 

Make clear links 

between different beliefs 

being studied within a 

religion or worldview. 

Identify some of the 

similarities and 

Describe the connections 

between different beliefs 

being studied and link 

them to sources of 

authority  

Explain connections 

different beliefs being 

studied and link them to 

sources of authority 

using theological terms 

 
1 Sources of authority include sacred texts, creeds, statements of belief, tradition, principles or rules, conscience, rational thinking. 
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differences between and 

within religions and 

worldviews. 

differences between and 

within religions and 

worldviews 

Describe some of the key 

theological similarities 

and differences between 

and within religions and 

worldviews 

Explain the key 

theological similarities 

and differences between 

and within religions and 

worldviews 

D. 

How beliefs 

shape the 

way 

believers see 

the world 

and each 

other 

Give different 

examples of how 

______ beliefs 

influence daily life  

Recognise ways in which 

beliefs might make a 

______ think about how 

they live their life, how 

they see the world in 

which they live and how 

they view others 

Identify ways in which 

beliefs might make a 

______ think about how 

they live their life, how 

they see the world in 

which they live and how 

they view others 

 

Describe ways in which 

beliefs shape the way 

_______ view the world 

in which they live and 

how they view others 

Explain and discuss how 

beliefs shape the way 

______ view the world in 

which they live and how 

they view others 

 

 KS2 Core Questions 
 • What do XXXX believe about God? 

• How do XXX explain the suffering in the world? 

• What is the bible and how do people interpret it? 

• How reliable are sources of authority for believers?  

• Why is there so much diversity of belief within XXXX? 

• Where do religious beliefs come from? 

• How have events in history shaped beliefs? 

• One narrative, many beliefs? Why do people interpret things differently? 

• What do Christians learn from the creation story? 

• What is the Trinity? 

• Why to Christians call the day Jesus died ‘Good Friday’? 

• What does it mean if God is holy and loving? 

• Creation and science: Conflicting or complementary? 

• Was Jesus the Messiah? 

• What did Jesus do to save human beings? 

• What differences doe the resurrection make for Christians? 
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Philosophy Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

A. 

The Nature 

of 

knowledge, 

meaning 

and 

existence 

 

 

Talk about the 

questions a story or 

practice from a 

religion or 

worldview might 

make them ask 

about the world 

around them  

Talk about what 

people mean when 

they say they 

‘know’ something. 

Recognise that there 

are many different 

religious and non-

religious answers to 

questions people raise 

about the world around 

them 

Talk about the 

difference between 

knowing and believing. 

Describe different 

philosophical answers to 

questions about the 

world around them, 

including questions 

relating to meaning and 

existence  

Begin to use 

philosophical vocabulary 

when discussing issues 

relating to truth, reality 

and knowledge. 

Explain different 

philosophical answers to 

questions about the 

world around them, 

including questions 

relating to meaning and 

existence. 

Explain some of the 

different ways in which 

philosophers understand 

abstract concepts.   

Begin to analyse and 

evaluate a range of 

philosophical answers to 

questions about the 

world around them, 

including questions 

relating to meaning and 

existence  

Begin to analyse and 

evaluate different ways 

in which philosophers 

understand abstract 

concepts. 

B. 

How and 

whether 

things make 

sense 

Give a reason to 

say why someone 

might hold a 

particular belief 

using the word 

‘because’ 

Decide if a reason or 

argument based on a 

religion or belief makes 

sense to them and is 

expressed clearly. 

Use more than one 

reason to support their 

view. 

Begin to weigh up 

whether different 

reasons and arguments 

are expressed coherently 

when studying religion 

and belief 

Give reasons for more 

than one point of view, 

providing pieces of 

evidence to support 

these views 

Explain, using a range of 

reasons, whether a 

position or argument is 

coherent and logical. 

Link a range of different 

pieces of evidence 

together to form a 

coherent argument 

Begin to analyse and 

evaluate whether a 

position or argument is 

coherent and logical and 

show increasing 

awareness of divergence 

of opinion.  

Use well-chosen pieces of 

evidence to support and 

counter a particular 

argument 

C. 

Issues of 

right and 

Using religious and 

belief stories, make 

connections 

between peoples’ 

beliefs about right 

Recognise that it is 

difficult to define 

‘right’, ‘wrong’, ‘good’ 

and ‘bad’.  

Describe a range of 

answers to ethical and 

moral questions, showing 

awareness of the 

diversity of opinion and 

Explain a range of 

answers to ethical and 

moral questions and 

issues, drawing 

conclusions and showing 

awareness of diversity of 

Begin to analyse and 

evaluate a range of 

different answers to 

ethical and moral 

questions/issues, 

showing an 
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wrong, good 

and bad 

and wrong and 

their actions. 

Recognise some of the 

similarities and 

differences between 

these ideas. 

why there are 

differences. 

opinion and why there 

are differences. 

understanding of the 

connections between 

beliefs, practices and 

behaviour. 

 

 KS2 Core Questions 
 • Why is there suffering in the world? 

• What is the difference between believing and knowing? 

• What do we mean by ‘truth’? 

• What can we learn about the world/knowledge/meaning of life from the great philosophers? 

• How do people make moral decisions? 

• How do people respond to issues of poverty and justice? 

• What does it mean to be ‘human’? 

• What kind of world should we live in? 

• Is seeing believing? 

• Can kindness change the world? 

• Is being happy the greatest purpose in life? 

• Is believing in God reasonable? 
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Human/Social 

Sciences 

Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

A.  
 
The diverse 
nature of religion 

Recognise the 

names of different 

religions, religious 

beliefs and 

worldviews and use 

them correctly. 

 

Identify some of the 

ways people use the 

terms ‘religion’ and 

‘belief’ when exploring 

religions, beliefs and 

worldviews. 

Describe the difference 

between the terms 

‘religion’ and ’belief’ 

when exploring 

religions, beliefs and 

worldviews. 

Explain the different 

ways in which the terms 

‘religion’ and ‘’belief’ are 

used by followers from 

within a religion or 

worldview and those 

from outside it. 

Show awareness that 

talking about religion and 

belief can be complex. 

Begin to analyse and 

evaluate the varying use 

of the terms ‘religion’ and 

‘belief’ by followers from 

within a religion or 

worldview and those 

from outside it. 

Recognise some areas of 

controversy when 

interpreting and 

explaining the nature of 

religion and belief. 

B.  
 
Diverse ways in 
which people 
practice and 
express beliefs 

Identify evidence of 

religion and belief 

especially in the 

local area. 

Identify some 

similarities and 

differences in how 

people practise and 

express beliefs both 

within and between at 

least two different 

religions/worldviews. 

Describe some of the 

varying ways in which 

religions and beliefs are 

practised locally and 

nationally (both within 

and between 

religions/worldviews) 

with reference to at 

least two 

religions/worldviews. 

Explain some of the 

varying ways in which 

religions and beliefs are 

practised locally and 

nationally (both within 

and between 

religions/worldviews) 

with reference to at least 

two different 

religions/worldviews.  

Begin to analyse and 

evaluate the varying ways 

in which religions and 

beliefs are practised 

locally, nationally and 

globally (both within and 

between 

religions/worldviews) 

with reference to at least 

two different 

religions/worldviews.  

C.  
 
The ways in 
which beliefs 
shape individual 
identity, and 
impact on 

Identify ways in 

which beliefs can 

have an impact on 

a believer’s daily 

life, their family or 

local community.  

Identify a range of 

ways in which beliefs 

can have an impact on 

a believer’s daily life, 

their family, 

Describe ways in which 

beliefs can impact on 

and influence individual 

lives, communities and 

society and show 

awareness of how 

Explain how beliefs 

impact on and influence 

individual lives, 

communities and society, 

and how individuals, 

Begin to analyse and 

evaluate how beliefs 

impact on, influence and 

change individual lives, 

communities and society, 

and how individuals, 
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communities and 
society and vice 
versa 

community and 

society.  

individuals, 

communities and 

society can also shape 

beliefs. 

communities and society 

can also shape beliefs. 

communities and society 

can also shape beliefs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 KS2 Core Questions 
 • What do we mean by religion? What makes a religion a religion? 

• Does religion bring peace, conflict or both? 

• How do beliefs shape identity for XXXX? 

• What can we learn from different members/expressions of the XXXX tradition? 

• How have expressions of XXXX changed over time? 

• How do XXXX express their religious beliefs in modern Britain and in XXXX (name of country)? 

• What does it mean to be part of a global religious/worldview community? 

• How do people express commitment to a religion or worldview in different ways? 

• What difference does being a XXXX make to daily life? 

• How do/have religious groups contribute to society and culture? 
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Core Knowledge Tables – Lifted from the Norfolk Agreed Syllabus – Complete with Key Vocabulary for each religion.  
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Appendix 1: Long term plan  
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Note on the Norfolk Agreed Syllabus 2020 

This long-term plan has been adjusted to include the ‘Three Disciplinary Approach’ as well as the Age Related Expectations. The new Norfolk 

Agreed Syllabus is being launched in November 2019 and is to be implemented by September 2020. As a result, this plan will undergo 

significant changes during the review process that will begin in January.  

Stakeholders will be consulted on the questions and units of study we choose to pursue.  
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The Three Disciplines:  
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The Enquiry Approach:  

 


